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Bill# Summary Status 

H2085 Extends eligibility for the voucher for students with disabilities to students who have a 
Section 504 plan, and provides that the maximum amount available to such students is 
$5,000 or actual tuition and fees, whichever is less. 

Assigned to the House Education Committee; not 
heard 

H2089 Amends vouchers for children in foster care to protect funds appropriated to the 
program from provisions relating to the lapsing of appropriations. 

Assigned to the House  Appropriations 
Committee; not heard 

H2096 “Parental Educational Choice Grants”  In addition to incendiary language regarding 
the alleged “crisis” in education, waste and “unnecessary expenditures,” and the 
inherent and inalienable personal right to choose a school that meets a parent’s 
“personal educational convictions,” this bill would create yet another voucher program 
for Arizona, while the first two are still in litigation.  The value of the voucher would 
be as much as $3,500 for grades K-8, and $4,500 for grades 9-12, but would adjust 
annually.  Eligibility is open to all public school students regardless of family income, 
although there is a phase-in period based on grade level.  Private schools may charge 
tuition in excess of the amount of the voucher, and need not administer any state or 
nationally standardized tests, let alone publicly report results.  There is no required 
evaluation. 

Assigned to the House Education Committee and 
the House Appropriations Committee; not heard  

H2098 Makes the corporate income tax credit program for donations to a student tuition 
organization (STO) permanent by eliminating the repeal date of the program (June 30, 
2011). 
Background Information 
Due to the 2006 budget deal the Governor struck with the Republican Legislative 
Leadership, a corporate income tax credit for contributions to school tuition 
organizations (STOs) was created.  The credit began July 1, 2006 and will expire on 
June 30, 2011.  The total amount of credits approved by the Department of Revenue 
(DOR) is capped at $10 million with a 20% annual increase in the cap beginning in 
2007.  DOR must approve credits on a first come, first serve basis.  According to 
DOR, for the current fiscal year there is only $13,000 left under the cap and 80 
applications were made to date with 15 STOs receiving corporate contributions.   
The STO that receives the contributions must use the funds for vouchers for students 
of low-income families.  The students must have transferred from a public school in 
the previous year to a qualified private school, enrolled in a private school 
kindergarten program or received a voucher from the STO in the previous year.  The 
original maximum amount of the voucher a STO can award with these contributions is 
$4,200 for grades K-8 and $5,500 for grades 9-12.  Each year after 2006, this amount 

Passed the House Ways & Means Committee by a 
vote of 6-3 (no votes: Cajero Bedford, Chabin & 
Farley).  The bill is ready for the House Rules 
Committee. 
 



can be raised by $100.   
Reality Check  
Representative Yarbrough (R-LD21) is the sponsor of this bill and has been the 
Executive Director of the Arizona Christian School Tuition Organization since 1998.  
STOs can keep 10% of the money they get for “administrative purposes.”  Talk about 
padding your wallet!!!   
Representative Yarbrough will say this voucher program benefits poor kids.  The 
reality—the definition used to define “low income” in this statute includes families 
making nearly 3.5 times the federal poverty level.  In 2006, this meant that a family of 
four would qualify for this voucher with an annual income up to $68,450.  That's well 
above the state's median household income of around $42,000. It's also above the 
median income for an Arizona family of four, which is $60,160. 

H2099 Allows insurers to take a credit against their insurance premium tax liability for 
donations to a school tuition organization. 
Background Information 
This bill will expand the corporate tax credit program’s eligibility by allowing insurers 
to claim a credit against their insurance premium tax liability for similar donations.  
This donation would be subject to the overall cap in place for the corporate tax credit 
(set at $12 million for this fiscal year—FY08). 

Passed the House Ways & Means Committee by a 
vote of 6-3 (no votes: Cajero Bedford, Chabin & 
Farley).  The bill is ready to be voted on by the full 
House (Third Read). 
 

H2101 Grants taxpayers until April 15 to make contributions to voucher-granting 
organizations and take a credit for the preceding year. 

Assigned to the House Ways & Means Committee; 
not heard 

S1025 Permits the Arizona Department of Education to give a “good cause” exception to the 
eligibility requirements for the disabled students voucher on receipt of supporting 
documentation from the student or student’s parent/guardian if the student was 
removed from the school district or charter school due to a medical crisis that resulted 
in hospitalization, out of home living educational experience, or mental health care that 
was beyond the capabilities of the school district or charter school to provide.  
Note: Current eligibility requirements for the disabled students voucher are: 

• that the student spent the prior school year at an Arizona public school; and  

• the parent obtained acceptance for admission to a qualified school and notified the 
school district of the request at least 60 days before the date of the first voucher 
payment.  

Passed the Senate by a vote of 18-8  
  
The bill has been transferred to the House but has 
not been assigned to a committee yet. 

 


